
Holiday work. 

Attempt number 1 and any other.  

 

1. FERDINAND OYONO: Houseboy 

 

Kicks and insults have started again. He thinks this humiliates me and he can’t find any other 

way. He forgets that it is all part of my job as a houseboy, a job which holds no more secrets for 

me. I wonder why he too refers to me as ‘Monsieur Toundi’ … 

*** 

I walked in on the commandant and Madame kissing. I thought he would have held off longer. 

He was like a little boy caught stealing something he had pretended he did not want. Now I 

realize Madame can do whatever she likes. 

 ‘You … Now you’ve started spying on us!’ bawled the Commandant, panting for breath. 

 All through the evening he dared not look at me. Madame had a faint smile on her lips 

and her eyes were contracted to two round dots. She stared now at the Commandant, now at me 

and drummed on the table with her fingers. 

    *** 

The Commandant trod on my left hand. He was talking to Madame at the time and he went on 

talking as if he hadn’t noticed. He managed to bring his foot down while I was off my guard, 

giving his boots a final polish before he went out. He has no memory and no imagination. He 

forgets he has already tried this on me and it did not make me cry out. As the first time he just 

walked on without looking round but this time he went jauntily like a man who feels pleased 

with himself. 

    *** 

 

Questions: 

a) What events happen just before and after this passage? 

b) Analyze the relationship between the Commandant and his wife as portrayed in this 

passage. 

c) How does Ferdinand Oyono imply the danger signals for Toundi in this passage? 

d) Comment on the themes in the passage. 

e) ‘He forgets that is all part of my job as a houseboy, a job which holds no more secrets for 

me.’ Briefly analyze this statement in relation to the rest of the novel. 

 

2. Discuss the importance of the Commandant’s wife to the development of the plot of the 

novel ‘Houseboy’ 

 

 

JULIUS OCWINYO: Fate of the Banished 

 

3. Explain Ocwinyo’s choice of setting in his novel, ‘Fate of the Banished’. 

4. Giving relevant examples from the novel ‘Fate of the Banished’, comment on the 

significance of Ocwinyo’s novel to our society today. 

5. Who do you blame for the fate that befalls Apire? 


